My name is Ishani Mudhdarage and I am from Sri Lanka. As many of you knowtherawada Buddhism is the major  religion of Sri Lanka with 71% of the population practicing the religion. Then comes Hinduism,Islam and Christianity.  I grew up on a village in North western Province Sri Lanka where we had population  mixture of all religions. I grew up in a Buddhist family. Religion has been part of my life ever since I can remember. 
              My grandparents , great grand parents all are Buddhists. We have a Statue of Buddha in our house and I was thought to worship the statue every day. First thing in the morning I remember picking up basket of flowers from the yard and lighting oil lamps, incense sticks  for Buddha. I was taught to chant stanzas and observe five precepts daily  since I was age 3. Every Srilankan Buddhist villages has a Temple. It is a bell shape stupa as we learned in this course. Growing up we all went to the temple at least once a week, especially on full moon days. Buddhist monks who live at the temple taught us philosophy as taught by the Buddha. They taught  us Jathaka stories relating to the previous births of the Buddha. My great grand parents has string ties with the temple. They used to give their ½ of the rice harvest and other earnings towards temple. My parents have very much respect to the temple but I guess because of their busy lives they didn’t have much time . From the young age they taught us 4 noble truths. There is Sunday dharma school for kids , they teach religion and meditation at dharma school. Dharma schools are take place at the village temple. My grand father used to teach in Sunday school, he organized the village dharma events and gave his 100% active participation.Vesak isa  holiday observed by  Buddhist people. The festival commemorates the birth, enlightenment and death of Buddha. I remember when the Vesak season, all of the family members gather to gather and decorate the hoses with colorful lanterns. 
My family is very open to other cultures and religions. My parents always taught us to respect other religions. In school we celebrate all religious festivals in the country. 
Few years back my family moved out to USA.my family still keeping a statue of Buddha at the house and worship day and night. Though we have a Buddhist temple in Staten Island NY , due to busy life styles we are not actively involved in temple. In my generation which is the third, one of my cousins got married to a Hindu person. No cast descrimination, both of each other’s families welcome their new members with open arms. This was the first time three generations of my family first time began ties with another religion. Then an year ago my sister decided to get marry an American man who is Christian. ……….
              
